Animal Farm
Chapter 1

Questions – Literal Story
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1. Why did the animals wait for Mr Jones to be out of the way before they moved about?

2. Why were the animals prepared to listen to Major?

3. With what do you associate the word “Comrades”?

4. Why are the lives of the animals on the farm miserable, laborious and short?

5. What is the solution to their situation?

6. What is wrong with the way man behaves?

7. How has the following animals been oppressed by man?

a. cows

b. hens

c. Clover

d. Young porkers

e. Boxer

f. Dogs

8. What will the animals gain if they overthrow Jones’ regime?

9. How does Major want his message to be kept alive?

10. What false doctrine must the animals avoid?

11. What are ‘dissentients’?

12. What did they finally decide were friends and what enemies?

13. When they fight man, what must they avoid at all costs?

14. What did Major dream?

15. What is the message of the song ‘Beasts of England’?
16. Match each Commandment that Major gives the animals to one of the following vices that Major disapproves of:
	
	Vices/Evil Habits
	
	Major’s Commandments

	1
	You should not care too much about possessions.
	
	1 No animal may ever smoke tobacco.

	2
	Don’t be lazy and over-fond of luxury.
	
	2.No animal must ever kill any other animal

	3
	Don’t be vain and proud of your appearance.
	
	3. All animals are equal

	4
	Don’t drink to excess and forget your duties.
	
	4. No animal must ever sleep in a bed.

	5
	Don’t ruin your health with bad and expensive habits.
	
	5. No animal must ever live in a house.

	6.
	Don’t allow money to corrupt you.
	
	6 No animal must ever tyrannize over his own kind.

	7
	Don’t let greed for profits corrupt you.
	
	7. No animal may ever engage in trade.

	8.
	Don’t enslave your fellow creatures.
	
	8. No animal must ever wear clothes.

	9.
	Don’t commit murder.
	
	9. No animal may use alcohol

	10. 
	Don’t indulge in competition
	
	10. No animal may touch money.


BEASTS OF ENGLAND

17. What does the word ‘beasts’ refer to?

18. What is the meaning of the phrase ‘land and clime’?

19. What is the meaning of the word ‘hearken’?

20. What will happen soon according to verse 2?

21. Which animals have rings in their noses and why?

22. Why do animals not like ‘bits’, ‘spurs’ and ‘whips’?

23. What promise is made in verse 4?

24. What day do they talk of in verse 4?

25. Why will England change on the day that the animals take over?

26. What does verse 6 ask of the animals?

27. Make a list of the promises ‘Beasts of England’ make the animals and write it in the form of an Animalism Manifesto.

Animal Farm, The Allegory

Questions on Symbolism

Definition of an Allegory

An allegory is a story with two meanings. One meaning is simple and is just about the characters and what happens to them. The second meaning is deeper and symbolic. The characters stand for other things, or other people and the things that happen stand for important events in the world. When you read Animal Farm, you will read an entertaining fable but you will also think about the history of Russia and the way a government rules its people.

Answer these questions by comparing Animal Farm with the history of Russia

1. Which historical character is represented by Old Major?

2. What event in history does Major’s dream represent?

3. What historical character is represented by Farmer Jones?
4. Which country does the Manor Farm represent?

5. What government style is represented by Farmer Jones?
6. What do the following animal characters represent in Russian history?

a. Moses

b. The Cat

c. The Sheep

d. Benjamim

e. Boxer

f. Murial

g. Mollie

h. The hens

i. The Pigs

